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Today is the end of our fiscal year.  It is not too  late to send a donation.  Many thanks to all who h ave. 
Remember that you can direct TD Banknorth’s philant hropic donations to Friends School by designating a  
new or existing account as an Affinity Program part icipant. Call 207-744-5691.  FSP’s code is K9 

      
Calendar 

Sunday  July 12  1:30 p.m. FSP Seadogs Game (contac t Lise Wagner)   
 
Sunday  July 26  10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Show ‘n’ Shine Au to Show benefits MECDHH 
 
Thursday  September  3 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Meet the Teac her Day & picnic 
 
Tuesday  September 8 8:15 a.m. Classes begin for 20 09-2010 
 

News  
The Newsletter staff will take some R&R until sometime in August.  The Summer Adventure Program 
is in full swing until July 24 and the school office is open through the summer with the exception of the 
last week in July (27-31) and the first week in August (3-7). 
 
FSP has appointed John Marble as Director of Business and Development .  John worked as the 
Director of Finance at both Catherine McAuley High School and the Disability Rights Center of 
Maine.  In addition, John has worked with middle and high school students in both academic and 
athletic areas.  John resides in Portland and is a graduate of Philadelphia University with a BS in 
Business Administration with a concentration in Accounting. 
 
The Friends School Computer Program  for 10-14 year olds will be offered July 20-24 & August 10-
14.  This student-centered, project-based day program offers children an opportunity to explore the 
creative use of computers through the use of the Apple iLife creative suite of software. Program 
Director, John Jaques, has his Masters Degree in Instructional Technology and 15 years of 
experience working with children and adults in computer-based instruction.  For more information and 
to register go to: http://friendsschoolofportland.org/friends-summer-computer-program 
 
Stories By The Garden  is in its second season, Wednesdays at 11:00 a.m. 
    July 1   Ellie Chase, stories & sing along 
    July 8   Phil Hoose, author of Hey, Little Ant  
    July 15   Scott Nash, author, illustrator, animator 
    July 22   Jamie Hogan, author of Seven Days of Daisy  
 

  
  Sara Thomson (in the tri-corner hat),    Katie Cl ark, FSP parent, & 
   author of Pirates, Ho!             author of Grandma Drove a Garbage Truck  

   



 
 
Reflections from the Head of School  

At one of our Monday all-school meetings for worship in the spring, I reflected on the word 
“Commencement” since FSP was soon to have its first.  Frankly, the use of the word for graduation had 
always confused me a bit because, in my experience, what we call commencement in schools had 
always felt more like a celebration of the end, a task completed, dare I say, a “mission accomplished.”  
Of course, I know that endings can also mark beginnings; a chapter ends, the next one starts.  Life is 
about moving on.  In that meeting for worship, I shared the trite, but accurate aphorism, “Today is the 
first day of the rest of your life.”  Later, I was reminded of a teacher in my elementary school career who 
reminded the class, undoubtedly after we had misbehaved, that we would never again have the 
minutes that we had wasted.  That was another way of pointing out the inexorable flow of life.  So, as I 
thought about preparing this reflection for the newsletter that would feature FSP’s first Commencement, 
its first graduates, now, its first alumni, I thought more about not an end or a beginning, but the 
transition that the ceremony represented.  We were celebrating not just the end of our first year with an 
8th grade or the new paths that lay before the graduates, but we were thinking of how to fittingly 
acknowledge that they and we were in a process of change to a new stage in our lives.  We now had a 
past together which had shaped them and us, and would continue to do so.  The ceremonies of the day 
were about recognizing the changes we were all going through with both endings and beginnings.  
 
The last day of school was our send-off for Quinn, Josselyn, and Amara, who arrived in the first year of 
the school as 6th grade girls and were ready to depart as three lovely, confident, accomplished young 
women.  The day included a farewell assembly as well as Commencement for the three, and the 
consistent themes were about their roles in creating a new school, their leadership and care for others, 
and their special friendship. The latter was most remarkable because of their ability to discover and 
maintain an inclusive three-way bond.  I will never forget the image of the three of them walking down 
the hall arm-in-arm toward Commencement.  They were completely in tune with one another and they 
appreciated the fact that our Commencement was modeled after a Quaker marriage ceremony which is 
a specially called meeting for worship.  As family and friends were moved to share messages, it was 
clear that the relationships the three created were being celebrated.  Their ability to be themselves 
within their threesome was the strength that they would take with them to the three different school 
communities to which they were heading: Portland High School, Yarmouth High School, and Waynflete.  
Of course, they and the school benefited from the close ties amongst the three families who were 
pioneers in sending their children to a brand new school and who were very much a part of taking the 
school  from an idea to a reality.  Though we are clear that our mission is not accomplished any more 
than these young women have finished their education, there was a clear sense of pride, 
accomplishment, and confidence as we all move into the future.  ~ James Grumbach, Head of School 
 

  
On the first Island Day, three schools gather to sp ruce up Mackworth Island.  Grades 1-5 weed 

 

  
Grades 6-8 and Kindergarten eradicate invasive knot weed & later we all gather for a tri-school picnic 

 



 
 
Learning Update 
As summer unfolds, the faculty and staff pause to reflect, dream of September, and breathe more 
slowly (those of us not staffing the Summer Adventure Program, at least!). Looking back, I’m happy to 
report gratifyingly solid learning in reading, writing, and math this year for 1st-8th graders. The great 
majority of students in grades 1-4 read on or above grade level, and those few who are below are not 
far below.  Student writing samples show that in the fall 56% of our students earned predominately 4’s 
and 5’s on a 5-point scale where 5 indicates the strongest writing, and by spring 70% did. The other 
30% this spring were in the middle range for their grade level.  And according to the results of the G-
MADE math assessments, in the fall 52% of students scored in the top half of all students across the 
country who use this test and 43% scored in the top 30 percent. By spring we had 91% in the top half 
and 75% in the top 30 percent. And, although we don’t have a way to quantify it, we know that classes 
came together this year as close communities who appreciate each other as different individuals and 
who do their best to find harmony and have fun. Congratulations to all students, parents, and teachers 
who worked hard and creatively!  
 
It is the hallmark of a great faculty to be excited about September in June. This is a great faculty! It is 
hard to narrow our focus because so many things spark our curiosity and passion. But we selected two 
intriguing books to read over the summer – Tuning In: Mindfulness in Teaching and Learning, published 
by Friends Council on Education, and Research-Based Strategies to Ignite Student Learning by Judy 
Willis. Both books look at how to prepare the mind for learning – the first from a self-awareness and 
more meditative point of view and the second from the perspective of recent brain research. Place-
based learning is now firmly planted and will deepen its roots and extend more branches next year. We 
are shifting to Singapore Math in grades 1-4, having liked it in grades 5-8, with several of us taking on 
online course to familiarize ourselves with it. Ideas are sprouting about visiting artists and field trips, 
collaborations and projects. And, yes, we are vacationing – sleeping later, reading, biking, going to 
favorite summer places, gardening, sailing, doing the crossword, you name it. Thank you to all in our 
wide community for supporting the school in your many different ways and giving us the luxury of 
pleasurable anticipation while we relax.   ~ Mary Tracy, Curriculum Coordinator 
 

 

  
The Second Annual Field Day included many tradition al, fun events…  

 

  
…concluding with the “Tug of Peace” and the Balloon  Toss 

 
On the following page, you will find excerpts from The Educated Mollusk , an art and literary 
magazine that was created by the 5-6 class as part of their publication experience.  They sought 
contributions from all grade levels.   
 
Photos from the Farewell Assembly and Commencement on the last day of school were taken 
by Pete Nowak and Susan Lavigne.  Pete also took se veral of the Field Day photos.  



Sunset from a Sailboat 
 
Fiery drop of molten metal 
Falling slowly from the sky, 
Leaving a trail of sparks. 
Hephaestus, the smith of the gods, 
Lowering his work 
Into the endless field of water 
To cool, 
Solidifying the metal. 
A few minutes later 
A glowing silver coin appears, 
Hephaestus raising his finished work. 
The lapping of small waves against fiberglass, 
Salty air slowly moving 
In the gentle breeze, 
Bringing me  
Over the dark sea 
Slowly home. 
         
 Graham Howard, 7th Grade 
 
 
 
 
 
Adapted from How to Draw a Turtle  
 Otto Wolyniec, 1st Grade 
 

Step 1:  Get one piece of paper, one pencil, & one eraser.  (Let’s hope you have them.) 
Step 2:  Take your piece of paper & pencil.    
 

 
 
 
 

Step 3:  Make an oval & throw on some cross lines to give the shell touch to it.   Step 4:  Then make four C shapes on the oval.    
 
 
 
 

 
Step 5:  Make a larger C shape on the top of the oval.         Step 6:   Add some eyes & if you want, a tail.   
     NOW YOU CAN DRAW A TURTLE! 

 

THE FIRST FSP FAREWELL ASSEMBLY   &   COMMENCEMENT 

        
  Each class said “good-bye”          The class of 20 09, with teacher Lee Chisholm,  
      & presented a small remembrance    presented the school with a weeping cherry tree 
 

            
   The first FSP graduates Josselyn, Mari, & Quinn       The diplomas were signed by all who attended Com mencement  
      

The Moon  
 

The Moon makes me wonder  
why space is a wonder.  
 
But I have not yet gotten there 
in my life. 
I see the moon from my  
own front door. 
She looks like a beauty that we 
yet have lived. 
  
People say  
she is a  
blur in time 
 
but to me she is a glorious thing.  
I wish I could see her up close and everything,  
but we’ve never let kids on the moon. 
 
So for now I guess 
I’ll just have to wait for time to progress. 
 
So I will stay on my home planet 
while the moon will stay a mystery to me. 
       
  Harry Linfield, 6th Grade  
 


